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working hard to make sure every member gets
the information we have to share.

2018 is bringing some changes to the Valley. Probably the biggest is the appointment of
Joe Laleman as Secretary/Registrar for the Valley.
He will also serve as Office Manager. That means
that Joe will be doing both Sue Miller’s work and
Russ Risley’s work. That means he will be quite
busy, but very receptive to contact from you by
phone, in person, or electronically.
Joe has introduced the “Valley Herald”
which is an E-notice of important events in the
Valley, such as death notices, special opportunities, etc. If you wish to receive them we need to
have a current E-mail address for you. Just send
Joe an E-mail asking to be included and we will
capture your address from that.
The newsletter will be published 6 times
during the year in both E-mail and snail-mail formats. Everyone for whom we have an e-mail will
get that version. If you want a print edition you
must let Joe know so we can make a label for
you. We want to keep you informed and are

We do have a Facebook page: “Davenport
Valley AASR” which we will be using to keep you
and others informed of Valley events, etc. You
may check it from time to time to see what is happening. Finally, we are nearing completion of our
Website, which will include a Calendar, news, information on programs of the Valley and other
good things. We will advise you when it is up and
running.

On another front, time moves on, and a
new group of officers were elected to conduct the
affairs of the Valley at the Annual Meeting in December. Look at the Masthead for information
about them.
DAVENPORT SCOTTISH RITE ANNUAL
GEORGE WASHINGTON DINNER AND PIE AUCTION

Saturday, February 17, 2018
Davenport Scottish Rite - Masonic Center
Social Hour
5:30 PM
Dinner
6:00 PM
Program
6:45 PM
Dessert & Pie Auction
7:15 PM
DINNER IS $12 PER PERSON – Members, ladies, guests
welcome!! RESERVATIONS BY FEBRUARY 14th.
391-0665 or 800-944-7483

CALENDAR
Feb 17, 2018

George Washington –
Dinner/Pie Auction

Feb 26, 2018

6:15 pm
7:00 pm

Dinner
Stated Meeting

Feb 27, 2018

5:30 pm

Esoterica—The
Masonic Study Club

March 16, 2018 6:30 pm

March 24, 2018

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:45 pm
March 26, 2018 6:00 pm

Ottumwa Consistory
Club
Remembrance &
Renewal Dinner &
Ceremony
Social Hour
Extinguishing Lights
Dinner
Relighting of the Lights
Executive Committee
Meeting

Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the
official position of the Scottish Rite Bodies of the Valley of Davenport
or of the Supreme Council.
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WANTED: Candidates for the Spring
Reunion on April 28. Call 563-3910665 or 800-944-7483 to get a petition for
YOUR candidate. The fee to join the
Scottish Rite is $175 and the first year's
dues are waived for new members of the
Davenport Valley.

*Dennis R. Soebbing 33o
Personal Representative of the SGIG
Officers
*Duncan Bell 32o KCCH Master of Kadosh
*Larry Johnsen, 32o Commander of Kadosh
*Rob Litwiller 32o Wise Master

4° - Secret Master

Descriptions of the
ineffable degrees by
Larry Johnsen, Commander of Kadosh

The Fourth Degree, or Secret Master, is the first step
into the inner sanctuary of
the Spiritual Temple, where
he who seeks, finds Truth.
In this Degree we are to
learn the duty of obedience
to law, not to the edict of a
tyrant, contrary to the law
of God or nature, but the
law that is an expression of
the will and judgement of
the people and for the benefit of the whole people.

*Matt Buckley 32o Venerable Master
Ted Wiley 32o Prior
Bruce Thoene 32o KCCH 1st Lt. Commander
Monte Harris 32o Sr. Warden-Rose Croix
Todd Gullickson 32o Sr. Warden-Perfection
*Joe Laleman 32o Secretary/Registrar
*Realff Ottesen 33o Treasurer
Robert Francois 32o KCCH Almoner
*Jim Goetsch 33o Director of the Work
*Member of Executive Committee

What Makes a Scottish Rite Valley?
What makes a Valley within our Scottish Rite? The
Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry is made up of Orients representing the boundaries of each of the 35 states south of the MasonDixon line and west of the Mississippi River, plus the
District of Columbia and the US territories of Puerto
Rico and Guam. The Scottish Rite even has locations
in Japan, Korea and a NATO base in Germany. The
remaining 15 states were apportioned by the Supreme Council to the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
of the United States.
Each Orient is divided into one or more geographical
areas called Valleys, and each Valley is named for the
city in which it is chartered. The Orient of Iowa is under the direction of a Sovereign Grand Inspector
General, Gary Sissel 33⁰, who was elected by the Supreme Council.
The Valley of Davenport consists of the four Subordinate Bodies of Scottish Rite: Lodge of Perfection,
Chapter of Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh, and Consistory. Each Body is governed by at least one officer
elected by its members. The Treasurer, Secretary/
Registrar/Recorder and Personal Representative are
appointed by the SGIG.

To honor those Blue Lodge ties, I’m creating a
series called Masonic Moments. Each
segment will feature a Blue Lodge in which the
Valley of Davenport shares a member. Since
our membership defines what makes our
Valley, we can all learn more of our brother
Masons, their origins and the greatness within
the world’s oldest fraternity.
Watch for the Masonic Moments in future issues of the Valley Herald. The publications will
be available in printed form upon request, but
the intention is to send them in electronic format using email. Make sure that, in whichever
way is appropriate, your email address is up to
date with us so you won’t be left out.
Fraternally Yours,
Joe Laleman
Secretary/Registrar

At the annual Salute to Veterans in Davenport,
entertainment was provided by the New Horizons
Band from the Center for Active Seniors.

So, does this define what makes a Valley within the
Scottish Rite? Perhaps no more than a person is defined by what allows him to live and function. The
soul and focus of a Valley is its members. Without all
of you, we have no purpose, no brotherhood among
men.
Does that mean that we are all inclusive and as independent as the founding fathers of the United States
envisioned the original thirteen colonies? No, we are
all rooted in the great fraternity of Master Masons
within the Blue Lodges that we call home. As we extend our involvement with other Masons within the
Scottish Rite, those Lodges still define us and hold us
to our oaths. For that reason, the many Blue Lodges
within our Valley binds our fraternity together, encourages interaction and appreciation for what it
means to be a Mason.

Part of the program included the playing of military service songs, and Masonic veterans stood
while “their” music was played. Chuck DCamp,
32º KCCH, has been instrumental (no pun intended) in playing and guest conducting for this excellent band.

Master Craftsman Study Group
The Scottish Rite Master Craftsman (SRMC) program
is the flagship Masonic education program created
and sponsored by the Supreme Council, 33°, SJ. It
currently consists of three, by-mail correspondence
courses, and the Group Studies program. A group
setting seems to offer the best way to learn and experience all that these programs have to offer. This is
simply because Freemasonry is not a solitary pursuit,
but rather a social experience—we gather in Lodges
together for a reason! In fact, social engagement
while finding more light in Masonry can be (and
often is) more rewarding than simply answering
some questions about a reading assignment. This is
because you are learning not only about yourself
through the ritual and its symbolism, but about others and their unique relationship to the deep philosophies and mysteries that are contained in the material, too. The key with all of this is to have fun, and to
engage each other about the meanings of Freemasonry and life itself. In fact, using that goal, finishing
the programs becomes a distant second to connecting
with other people
Joe Laleman, Mike Botts, Rob Litwiller,
who have similar
Monte Harris, Dennis Soebbing
interests and learning more about each other through the

join our discussion group. Members who are interested in participating in a future Master Craftsman
Study Group should contact Monte Harris, 32⁰, at
monte.harris1@gmail.com or 563-320-3888.

Bro. Larry Johnsen teaches at the
November meeting of Esoterica—
The Masonic Study Club.
The Brothers
gather for Bro.
Milt Beck’s
Funeral.

Can you find the
Scottish Rite
Members among
the Grotto Officers?

shared experience of conversation and fellowship.
The Davenport Valley’s Master Craftsman Study
Group is currently participating in Program II: Scottish
Rite History & Ritual which utilizes the Scottish Rite
Ritual Monitor & Guide (3rd ed.) by Arturo de Hoyos,
33° Grand Cross, and A Bridge to Light (4th ed.) by
Rex Hutchens, 33° Grand Cross, as its textbooks. The
Study Group uses a set of PowerPoint presentations
provided by the Supreme Council to engage members in discussion about the ceremonies and regalia
of the different degrees and some of their intended
lessons and symbolism. The group meets every
Monday morning at 9am in the Masonic Center Conference Room and is currently discussing the degrees
of the Chapter of Rose Croix. Although it would be
difficult for new enrollees in the Scottish Rite History
& Ritual program to catch up with the past lessons,
any member wishing to engage in further discussion
about the degrees of the Scottish Rite is welcome to

Grand Master
Toby Williams
addresses the
Feast of the Holy
Saints John

Bro. Mike Chapman, 32o
KCCH is installed as Potentate
of Kaaba Shrine

