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Calendar
August 17
August 27

6:30 pm Ottumwa Consistory Club
6:15 pm Dinner Ottumwa
7:00 pm Stated Meeting (all bodies)
August 29
5:30 pm Esoterica
September 20-22 GRAND LODGE in Des Moines
September 24
6:30 pm Executive Committee
October 6
5:30pm Feast of Tishri
October 19
6:30 pm Ottumwa Consistory Club
October 22
6:15 pm Dinner
7:00 pm Stated Meeting (all bodies)
November 3
All day—Reunion in Clinton
November 10
Veterans Day Dinner
5:30 pm Social Hour
6:00 pm Dinner and Program
November 16
6:30 pm Ottumwa Consistory Club
November 22
THANKSGIVING
November 26
6:30 pm Executive Committee
November 28
5:30 pm Esoterica
December 7, 2018 Family Christmas Party
5:00 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Santa’s Visit
December 15
6:30pm Ottumwa Consistory Club
December 18, 2018
5:30 pm Social Hour
6:15 pm Dinner
7:00 pm Stated Meeting (all bodies)
ANNUAL MEETING
Election &Installation of Officers

The next meeting of the Masonic Study Club will be
Wednesday August 29th at 5:30 pm at the Thunder
Bay Grille on Veterans Memorial Parkway in
Davenport, across from the Masonic Center. Dinner
is on your own, but the fellowship is contagious, and
we promise a program presentation of interest to
masons of all degrees. Bring a brother who is not
yet a Scottish Rite mason and invite him to join.

We need YOUR candidate for the
November 3rd Fall Reunion to be held at the
Clinton Scottish Rite Center. We had a very
good class at the Davenport Spring Reunion,
but we have a tendency to leave the size of
the Fall class up to the Clinton Valley. It’s true
that Clinton is putting on the degrees and is
hosting the event, but Davenport has an
obligation to produce our share of candidates.
Two years ago, we had five candidates and
Clinton had six. We have done well before,
and we can do well again – but only if we are
serious about identifying candidates and
getting their petitions. We all know who the
prospects are – they are the members of our
blue lodges, especially the officers of the
lodges. If you were the first line signer on a
petition for the degrees of Masonry, then why
not be the first line signer on a petition for the
degrees of Scottish Rite Masonry? A petition
is included for YOUR use. Please call 563391-0665 if you need more!

Check out our Facebook Page for
current information and news.
You can find it on Facebook as:
Davenport Scottish Rite

PHILANTHROPY IN ACTION
The word “Philanthropy” is defined by my
dictionary as “affection for mankind, especially
as manifested in donations of money, . . . To …
socially useful purposes.” While not expressly
a mandate of the Scottish Rite, philanthropy
has always played an important role in our
presence in the many communities in which we
exist. That is certainly true of the Orient of
Iowa and the Davenport Valley, as we support
many programs of “socially useful purposes” by
the awarding of grants. This year, the
combined funding of the Iowa Scottish Rite
Masonic Foundation and the Davenport Valley
combined to award more than $40,000.00 in
grants to fifteen agencies within the Davenport
Valley’s area of influence. The grants were
presented at a dinner in June.
The agencies and organizations
receiving grants this year were:


St. Ambrose Ritecare Speech Clinic



Iowa Masonic Health Facility Special Care



CASI for Jane’s place Adult Day Care



Scott County Alzheimer’s Assoc.



Hope Lodge—American Cancer Society



Illowa Council Boy Scouts



Durant-Wilton Food Pantry



English River Outfitters



Hope at the Brick House



Food Bank of Iowa



Friendly House



Friends of VanderVeer



Friends of Walnut Grove



Quilts of Valor



Churches United for Winnie’s Place

Thank you to all these programs for their
contributions to our communities.
You make a difference!

Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the
official position of the Scottish Rite Bodies of the Valley of Davenport
or the Supreme Council.

Scottish Rite News
511 Veterans Memorial Parkway
PO Box 3627
Davenport, IA 52808-3627
563-391-0665
800-944-7483
Davscottishrite@gmail.com
Published by the Scottish Rite Bodies,
Valley of Davenport, Orient of Iowa
Realff Ottesen, Publisher
Joe Laleman, Editor

Gary Sissel, 33
Sovereign Grand Inspector General,
Orient of Iowa
Grand Secretary General, Supreme Council
*Dennis R. Soebbing 33
Personal Representative of the SGIG
Officers
*Duncan Bell 32 KCCH Master of Kadosh
*Larry Johnsen, 32

Commander of Kadosh

*Rob Litwiller 32
*Matt Buckley 32

Wise Master

Venerable Master

Ted Wiley 32

Prior

Bruce Thoene 32 KCCH 1st Lt. Commander
Monte Harris 32

Sr. Warden-Rose Croix

Todd Gullickson 32

Sr. Wardon-Perfection

*Joe Laleman 32 Secretary/Registrar
*Realff Ottesen 33 Treasurer
Robert Francois 32 KCCH Almoner
*Jim Goetsch 33

Director of the Work

* Member of Executive Committee

DEGREES OF THE COUNCIL OF KADOSH
22nd - 24th
BY LARRY JOHNSEN, COMMANDER OF KADOSH

As indicated in the previous newsletter, Council of
Kadosh consists of twelve degrees, the 19th through
the 30th degrees of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish
Rite. As the Commander, Council of Kadosh it is
my duty to preside over the Kadosh and its affairs,
particularly the preparations for, execution of, and
the conferral of these degrees. In this installment of
the newsletter, I’ve provided the basic lessons to be
conveyed and the symbols employed by these
degrees.

Note: To refresh your memory, the word Kadosh is
a Hebrew word meaning Holy. Although Pike
identifies the degrees of the Council of Kadosh as
chivalric and philosophical, they are all intensely
mystical with respect to the lessons conveyed and
symbols employed.

22nd Degree - Knight Royal Axe, Prince of
Libanus: Libanus is another name for Lebanon
and the story of this degree tells of those who cut
cedar from the forests of Lebanon to build Noah’s
Ark. This degree teaches, "if a job is worth doing its
worth doing well". By doing good work we improve
character and become better citizens. The apron is
white, bordered in purple, and contains a threeheaded serpent and a table with instruments and
plans on it. The jewel is an axe and handle of gold.
On the top of the handle are the initials of Noah and
Solomon. In the middle of the handle are the initials
of Libanus and Tsidun. On the blade are the initials
of Adoniram, Cyrus, Darius, Zerubbabel, Nehemiah,
Ezra (on one side), and Shem, Kham, Yapheth,
Moses, Ahaliab, Betselal (on the other).

23rd Degree - Chief of the Tabernacle: This
degree teaches that we owe our knowledge to our
faith in a revealed God and that the man who forgets

his duty to God, family, country, and himself will be
in danger of moral and spiritual destruction by
thoughts of unworthy ambition. A Mason must
labor incessantly for the glory of God and help bring
others to enlightenment. The apron is white,
bordered with red, blue, and purple ribbons. These
colors, from the curtains of the Tabernacle, represent
earth, fire, air, and sea, respectively, as well as the
Lord's beneficence, glory, wisdom, and power. On
the apron is the golden seven-branched candlestick,
representing the seven planets and their virtues: Sun
- faith ("aspiration toward the infinite"); Moon hope; Venus - charity; Mars - fortitude ("victory
over rage and anger"); Mercury - prudence; Saturn temperance; Jupiter (conqueror of the Titans) justice. The jewel is a small silver censer, or
ornamented cup, held by a handle in the shape of an
open hand.

24th Degree - Prince of the Tabernacle: The lesson
of this degree is the importance of symbolism, the
universal language of ancient theology and the need
to be vigilant and avoid corrupted and erroneous
echoes of real knowledge. In this degree a Mason
must show evidence of compassion, piety and
justice. After initiation he may "manifest faithfully
the social virtues in order to receive the rewards", to
serve humanity through our brotherhood. The apron
is of white lambskin, with scarlet, green, and blue.
On it is a violet myrtle tree, and a gold
representation of an Arabian tent. The jewel is the
Hebrew letter ALEPH, suspended from a violet
ribbon.

EDUCATION ADVANCED
On July 13th, the St.
Ambrose University SpeechLanguage Pathology
Department, which conducts
the St. Ambrose Scottish Rite
Care Clinic, presented the
2nd annual Iowa Scottish Rite
Masonic Foundation
scholarship to Mitchell
Budde, a graduate student in
the program. The Foundation and the Davenport
Valley are major supporters of the clinic and are
proud to assist its students in achieving their goals.
Rainbow Grand Cross
of Color
On July 6th, 2018,
Valley of Davenport
secretary/registrar Joe
Laleman was awarded the
Illinois Grand Cross of
Color. The Grand Cross of
Color is Rainbow's highest
award given to both girls and adults for service with
distinction.
This award was first shown on November 7,
1927 in Oklahoma City during the International
Convention of the Order of the Rainbow for Girls.
Brother C.L. Stange, who was then Supreme Deputy
in the state of Missouri, prepared the Vow to be
used at the conferring of the degrees. The first
Mystic Banquet of the Grand Cross of Color was
held on November 15, 1931, inaugurating an annual
obligatory service of breaking bread with the
Masters of the Grand Cross of Color and renewing
vows of service to the Order of the Rainbow for
Girls. Congratulations, Brother Joe!

WHY “SO MOTE IT BE”?
It is customary in contemporary English to end
prayers with a hearty “Amen,” a word meaning “So
be it.” It is a Latin word derived from the Hebrew
word meaning “certainly.”
Thus a
congregation saying “Amen” is
literally
saying “So be it.” The word
mote is
an archaic verb that means “may” or “might,” and
traces back to Old English. The phrase “So mote it
be” means “So may it be,” which is the same as “So
be it.”
Now that we’ve established the equivalence of
“Amen” and “So mote it be,” the question remains,
“why do Masons end their prayers with ‘So mote it
be’”? The answer goes back to the Regius Poem of
about 1390 AD, the oldest known Masonic
document (now housed in the British Museum,
London). It is one of the Old Charges or Gothic
Constitution used by early Freemasons to regulate
their trade. It has a legendary history, regulations to
guide the Mason’s trade and rules of manners and
moral conduct. The poem ends famously with this
couplet:

Amen! Amen! So mote it be!
So say we all for charity.
Thus Freemasons today end their prayers the
same way they did in 1390. The next time you’re in
lodge and say “So mote it be” after the chaplain
finishes a prayer, remember that you are continuing
a 600-year-old Masonic tradition.

This year, we were proud to present $45,200 in
Grants to 15 agencies serving communities within
the Davenport Valley in order for them to carry
out their missions. The grants were presented by
Master of Kadosh Duncan Bell and Iowa Scottish
Rite Masonic Foundation Exec. Director Shane
Harshbarger at a dinner on June 26th.

PETITION FOR DEGREES

ANCIENT and ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY
SOUTHERN JURISDICTION

VALLEY OF DAVENPORT ~ ORIENT OF IOWA
PO BOX 3627 DAVENPORT, IA 52808-3627
(563) 391-0665 or (800) 944-7483

FAX – 563-386-1510

Date: ____________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________ Spouse: _______________________
Address: _________________________________________ Home Phone: __________________
_________________________________________________ Cell Phone: ___________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________________________
Occupation: _________________________________ Employer: ___________________________

(If retired, list retired and former occupation)
Work Phone (if applicable): ________________________
I have been a resident of the State of Iowa for _________ years.
Date of Birth: _______________________ Place of Birth: _________________________________
I am a member in good standing of _________________________________ Lodge No. __________ A.F.&
A.M. located in ______________________________________, ____________.
Have you ever before petitioned for the degrees of Scottish Rite Masonry and been rejected: ______
The Fee for the Lodge of Perfection (4th thru 14th,) Chapter of Rose Croix (15th thru 18th,) Council of Kadosh
(19th thru 30th) and Consistory (31st and 32nd) is $175.00 payable by the day of the Reunion. A deposit of
$75.00 must accompany the petition. The annual dues are $100.00 and are payable by the date of the
Reunion. Dues for the balance of 2018 are waived.
1987 Tax Act Disclosure Requirement—Membership dues and initiation fees are not deductible as charitable contributions.

I respectfully petition to receive the degrees from the 4 th to the 32nd inclusive.
Signature:___________________________________________ Date: ___________________
Recommended by: _____________________________________________________________

