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Calendar of Events for 2018
December 7, 2018
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
December 15, 2018 6:30

Family Christmas Party
Dinner
Santa’s Visit
Ottumwa Consistory
Club
December 18, 2018
ANNUAL MEETING
5:30 pm
Social Hour
6:15 pm
Dinner
7:00 pm
Stated Meeting
Election and Installation of Officers

Calendar of Events for 2019
January 18, 2019 6:30pm
January 28, 2019 6:00 pm
February 15, 2019 6:30pm
February 23, 2019
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:45 pm
7:15 pm
February 25, 2019 6:15 pm
7:00 pm

Ottumwa Consistory
Club
Executive Committee
Ottumwa Consistory
Club
George Washington –
Pie Auction
Social Hour
Dinner
Program
Pie Auction
Dinner
Stated Meeting

Our Valley Serves the Grand Lodge
The Davenport Valley should be proud of the Four
members of the Valley who are serving the Grand
Lodge of Iowa as Grand Officers for 2018-2019. It
does mean that we may not see as much of them during the year as we might wish as they crisscross the
State of Iowa, but we celebrate their selection to
wear the purple of freemasonry and to also represent
our Valley on their journey.

We can begin with our
Most Worshipful Grand Master,
Terry Osborne who has been a
member of the Valley since
1994.

Next is Bro. Matt Buckley who is
serving the Grand Lodge as Grand
Treasurer and the Valley as Venerable Master for 2018.

Rob Litwiller serves the
Grand Lodge as Grand Marshall and the Davenport Valley as Wise Master for 2018.

Finally, one of our newest members, Antonio Collins is serving
the Grand Lodge as Grand Musician.

STAMPS, STAMPS, STAMPS
For some time now, your Valley Office has been saving postage
stamps that come on the envelopes
with your dues and all our other correspondence. We give them to the Quad
City Stamp Club to be
sold at their auction (which will be on
March 2, 2019 at Faith Lutheran Church
in Moline.) This is the 43rd annual
“Stamp Out Cancer” auction sponsored
by the club. Over the years it has
raised almost $300,000.00.

Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the
official position of the Scottish Rite Bodies of the Valley of Davenport
or the Supreme Council.
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If you would like to participate, save your old
stamps and send them to us or, better yet, bring them
to a meeting. We will send them on to the Stamp Club.
Any special stamps, new or used will be appreciated.

Valley of Davenport, Orient of Iowa

And did you know that all
14 Masonic Presidents are represented on stamps, as well as are
many famous masons like John
Wayne, Davy Crockett, Winston
Churchill, Henry Ford and Astronaut Buzz Aldrin.

Gary Sissel, 33°

Realff Ottesen, Publisher
Joe Laleman, Editor

Sovereign Grand Inspector General,
Orient of Iowa

Grand Secretary General, Supreme Council
Realff Ottesen 33°
Personal Representative of the SGIG

BREAKING NEWS
If change is good, the good change is even
better! At this time Realff Ottesen will assume the
position of Personal Representative for the Davenport Valley. The current Representative, Dennis
Soebbing, will assume new duties as Co-Director
of the Work for Ritual to work along side of Jim
Goetsch, who will continue as Co-Director for
Staging and Technical Production. Thank you,
Dennis for all you have done as Personal Representative. These changes have been approved by
our S.G.I.G., Gary Sissel and will become effective
at the Annual Meeting.
The Annual Meeting will be on TUES. DEC.
18th beginning with a Social Time at 5:30 pm with
dinner and business meeting and public installation to follow. All Valley members and their
spouses are invited to attend this meeting. Please
call in your reservation by Dec. 13th.

Officers
*Duncan Bell 32° KCCH Master of Kadosh
*Larry Johnsen, 32° Commander of Kadosh
*Rob Litwiller 32° Wise Master

*Matt Buckley 32° Venerable Master
Ted Wiley 32° Prior
Bruce Thoene 32° KCCH 1st Lt. Commander
Monte Harris 32° Sr. Warden-RoseCroix
Todd Gullickson 32° Sr. Warden-Perfection
*Joe Laleman 32° Secretary/Registrar
*William (Mike) Jones, 32° Treasurer
Robert Francois 32°KCCH Almoner

*Jim Goetsch 33° Co-Director of the Work
*Dennis R. Soebbing 33° Co-Director of the Work
*Member of Executive Committee

DEGREES OF THE COUNCIL OF KADOSH
25TH –27TH
As noted in my previous articles, The Council of Kadosh consists of twelve degrees, the 19th through the 30th
degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. As The Commander, Council of Kadosh it is my duty to preside over
the Kadosh and its affairs, particularly the preparations for, execution of, and the conferral of these degrees. In this
installment of the newsletter, as in the two previous newsletters, I’ve provided the basic lessons to be conveyed and
the symbols employed by these degrees.
Note: The word Kadosh ( קדושis a Hebrew word meaning Holy. Although Pike identifies the
degrees of the Council of Kadosh as chivalric and philosophical, they are all intensely mystical with respect
to the lessons conveyed and symbols employed.
25th degree - Knight of the Brazen Serpent: This degree teaches the virtue of hospitality, not differentiating by race, nationality or religion from whoever knocks at your door. It likewise tackles the concept of
pure, celestial, eternal soul of man. He looks within his faith, life, and God and to get a clear look at his inner
self, realizing that he fulfills his destiny by re-creating himself and expanding his knowledge. The apron is
white, lined in black, and with gold stars on the white side (Pleiades, Hbyades, Orion, Capella) and with silver
stars on the black side (Perseus, Scorpio, Bootes). Also on it is a serpent, ouroboros, surrounding a scarab, a
triangle in a glory with the Tetragrammaton in its center, and the four initials of the stars Regulus, Aldebaran, Antares,
and Fomalhaut. The jewel is a gold tau cross (crux ansata) with a serpent entwined around it, and the Hebrew words
HLThI ("he has suffered or been wounded") and NChShThN ("the Brazen Serpent") on it.
26th degree - Prince of Mercy, or Scottish Trinitarian: In this degree we learn to practice forgiveness and
tolerance. Our task is to love all mankind and be faithful to our agreement with the Great Architect of the
Universe to attain God’s love. We search for "the rewards of the trinity of Gods attributes - wisdom or intelligence, force or strength, harmony or beauty." The apron is scarlet, bordered in white, with a green triangle (point-down) in the center. In the triangle are the initials of Force, Wisdom, and Harmony, and a flaming heart of
gold with the initials I.H.S. (Jesus Hominum Salvator; or Imperium, Harmonia, Sapientia). The jewel is gold, and is the
same triangle, suspended by a purple ribbon.
27th degree - Knight Commander of the Temple: This degree is dedicated to the Teutonic knights of the
House of St. Mary of Jerusalem and teaches us the virtues of knighthood, to scorn selfishness, and to uphold
the five principles practiced by the order—Humility, Temperance, Chastity, Honor and Generosity. These
knights fought by day and by night attended to the sick. We should always strive to assist the poor, helpless
and infirm. The apron is of scarlet lambskin, lined in black, with a Teutonic Cross (cross potent sable, charged
with a smaller cross double potent or, surcharged with the escutcheon of the Empire - the two-headed black eagle) and
a black key surrounded by a laurel wreath. The jewel is a gold triangle, on which the word I.R.N.I. (English translation is
Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews) is enameled.
Submitted by

Larry Johnsen, 32°
Commander of Kadosh 2018

The Fall Reunion
At the Fall Reunion of the Clinton Valley four new Scottish Rite Masons were welcomed into our fellowship. From the Clinton
Valley were Cameron Weaver, Corey Council,
and Jeff
Kotz. Welcomed into
the Davenport Valley
was Clyde
Boykins (far right) who is a member of Early
Morning Lodge in Bettendorf. We are sure
that Brother Clyde will be an active member
of our Valley, and hope you will greet him
warmly at our meetings.,

A Walk on the Wild Side

While cataloging the House of the
Temple’s museum collection, we
came across a group of interesting canes. This unique, wooden
walking stick with its intricate
carvings of twenty-five different animals, one plant, and a
random leg with a hoof, probably belonged to Illustrious
Allison Nailor, Jr., 33°, whose name is carved toward the cane’s
bottom. Ill. Nailor was a life
member of the Scottish Rite
Valley of Washington, DC. He
received his 33° on October
24, 1895; served as Grand
Tyler of the Supreme Council, A&ASR, Southern Jurisdiction;
and was an Honorary Member of
the Supreme Council AASR of
Mexico. He also was a member
of Almas Shrine in DC, where he
served as its
While we do not know the cane’s exact date, it most likely was
made sometime between 1886, when Almas Shrine was founded—note the word “Almas” is carved on the camel—and 1908

CALL OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
The Davenport Valley of the Orient of Iowa, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for
the Southern Jurisdiction will hold its Annual meeting of the members on TUESDAY
December 18, 2018 at the Davenport Masonic Center.
Fellowship will occur at 5:30 pm,
with dinner at 6:15 pm and the Business
meeting and open installation of officers
at 7:00 pm. Members and their spouses or
guests are invited to the dinner.
We do request reservations for the
meal. Call the office by Dec. 11 @ 4:00 pm.

when Ill. Nailor died.
—House of the Temple Museum Staff

